The value of electron microscopy in the diagnosis of IgA nephropathy.
Electron microscopy plays a fundamental role in the evaluation of renal diseases in general. IgA nephropathy represents a heterogeneous disease clinically and morphologically. There are a number of conditions that need to be considered in the differential diagnosis of IgA nephropathy. The renal pathologist must wisely integrate the light microscopic, immunofluorescence, and ultrastructural data when evaluating cases in which IgA nephropathy is a consideration. Electron microscopy can be crucial in providing information either to support a diagnosis of IgA nephropathy or to aid in the diagnosis of one of its mimics.